;Y

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

! GERALD C. MANN
ATTORREY SENERAL

April 10, 1939

Honorable Paul L, Wakefield
Executive Secretary
The Texas World's Fair Commission, Inec.
Austin, Texas

Dear Sir: :

0 o 0-555.

y State Departme

st \the Texas World's
Comuission, Inec,,
rishing & limited
salaries to de

by the State of Tex-
Y. o man the Texas Ex-
hibit \at the New York
worid's »

amopinion, as to vhether of
partments may) furnish and pay a limited
start condust the Texas bit at the New York :

on of this department that the
in your letter of Mareh £7th, violates
‘ Article XVI of the Texas Constitution,
whigh ‘provide t no approprietion shall be made for
dividual purposes, and that it also viocla-
5Q/0f Article III of the Texas Constitution,
hibits the legislature from giving or lending,
ng the glving or lending, of the aredit of
the 3tate in aid of or to any person, assosiation or
corporation, or from pledging the oredit of the State
in any manner whatsoever for the payment of the liabil-

~ fties of any individusl, association of individuals, or
eorporation.



Hon. Paul L, Wakefield, april 10, 1939, page 2.

In view of these Constitutlional provisions,
the Legislature of the State of Texas cannot by Reso-
Jution or bill provide for the payment of salaries
from state funds to state officials or employees who
are assisting {n the conduct of a purely private en-
terprise. We appreclate the fact that there is a
public interest involved in the maintainance of this
exhibit, but pudblic interest is not sufficient,
standing alone, to oreate a public purpose.
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